
Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR is the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s designation for energy-efficient design 
projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

How to Apply for  
Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR

®

Architects can help their clients save money, save energy, and answer the call 
from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)to reduce the carbon footprint 
of the built environment. EPA recognizes the most energy-efficient designs—those 
projects that score 75 or higher on the EPA energy performance scale—with 
Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR certification.

Apply for ENERGY STAR Design Certification
The Architect of Record (AOR) ensures that the project meets all 
requirements and submits application materials to receive Designed to 
Earn the ENERGY STAR designation. To apply, complete the steps below:

1. Join the ENERGY STAR Service and Product Provider  
(SPP) Partnership.  
Service and Product Providers work with commercial building owners and 
managers, providing energy use evaluations, tools and strategies to help
set and achieve energy efficiency goals and targets. 

•	 If the AOR isn’t already an ENERGY STAR SPP partner, submit the  
SPP Application (by email to spp@energystar.gov) at the same time 
as the Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR application.

2. Use Target Finder to Rate the Energy Efficiency of Design Projects.
Assess the impact that design strategies have on the estimated energy use 
of the project—with EPA’s no-cost, online Target Finder tool.

•	 For projects that receive a score of 75 or higher in Target Finder, click 
the APPLY for “Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR” button (see 
Figure 1). Complete application questions and click Continue to 
generate a Statement of Energy Design Intent (see Figure 2); then, 
print and save the final document.  

3. Sign Letters of Intent and Statement of Energy Design Intent
The Architect and Building Owner sign a Letter of Intent to confirm their 
commitment to achieve ENERGY STAR for both the design project and the 
completed building. The Statement of Energy Design Intent is signed and 
verified by an architect or engineer to confirm that energy estimates include 
all intended energy use associated with the design.  

Mail Application Documents 
Mail the completed original version of both Letters of Intent and the 
Statement of Energy Design Intent to:

Attn: Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR 
c/o The Cadmus Group 
1600 Wilson Blvd., Suite 500 
Arlington, VA 22209

View the online version of the Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR Guide  
Click on: 4 Apply for Designed to Earn ENERGY STAR for a complete listing 
of all project requirements and details to complete this  
application process.www.energystar.gov/commercialbuildingdesign

Figure 1. Target Finder Results Screen 

Figure 2.  Statement of Energy Design Intent from Target Finder documents 
estimated saving for energy use and CO2 emissions by comparing the design intent 
to an average building of similar type. 

APPLY for “Designed to
Earn the ENERGY STAR”

http://www.energystar.gov/ia/about/join/SPP_Partnership_Packet.pdf
mailto:spp%40energystar.gov?subject=SPP%20Application
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=new_bldg_design.bus_target_finder
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cbd_guidebook.cbd_guidebook
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cbd_guidebook.cbd_guidebook_apply_1
http://www.energystar.gov/commercialbuildingdesign

